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Col. Omar Napoleon Duarte Avalos, abducted by the FMLN (Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front) in October 1985 was released Feb. 2 as part of an exchange with the government of President
Jose Napoleon Duarte. On the same day, the Duarte administration freed 57 political prisoners who
were members of human rights and labor groups detained in San Salvador's Mariona prison. Duarte
Avalos was turned over to Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas and members of the International
Red Cross by FMLN leaders Joaquin Villalobos and Roberto Roca. The release took place in the
town of Perquin, located in Morazan department, 203 km. northeast of the capital. The archbishop
had served as intermediary between the rebels and the Duarte administration during two months
of often tense negotiations. Church sources told the Associated Press and Prensa Latina that the
former political prisoners remained in El Salvador and would resume their previous activities.
Col. Avalos was taken in a helicopter to a military school in San Salvador where he was received
by government and military officials, and his wife and five children. According to a communique
by the FMLN, the release of the colonel was arranged in exchange for 111 persons, including 39
wounded rebel fighters who were evacuated last week to Cuba, 15 rebel leaders and activists who
were freed during the negotiations process and the 57 political prisoners released In a Jan. 31 report
by PRENSA LATINA (01/31/87), most of the FMLN wounded evacuated to Havana on Jan. 30 had
been victims of torture and/or neglect at the hands of the Salvadoran authorities. Serious medical
problems characterized the former rebel fighters, ranging from the loss of arms, legs, and eyes, to
second- and third-degree burns covering large portions of their bodies. The 39 rebels, said PRENSA
LATINA were taken to two hospitals in Havana equipped with trauma centers and sophisticated
surgical facilities. The plane carrying the wounded, which arrived at 1:36 a.m. local time, was met by
a group of some 50 former FMLN fighters who arrived in Havana in late 1985 as part of an exchange
for President Duarte's daughter, Ines. Rebel station RADIO VENCEREMOS reported Feb. 2 that Col.
Avalos, director of civil aviation at the time of the kidnapping, was targeted by the FMLN because he
was a "long-time" associate of the CIA and the US military. In addition, the rebels claimed he was
responsible for ordering hundreds of air raids in densely populated areas. Avalos' personal wealth,
according to the FMLN, was obtained in illegal activities, such as black market operations.
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